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A LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Several years ago at a Congressional Black Caucus reception in Washington, DC, I was so
excited to run into Virginia State Senator Yvonne Miller. We were in the same sorority,
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., and I had attended our advocacy days in Richmond that she
sponsored through the years. I approached her and asked her if she would mentor me.
She quickly said “no,” because she didn’t feel that she could effectively advise me since
we lived in different regions in the Commonwealth. While I was disappointed, her denial
was an important mentoring lesson for me, in and of itself. If the relationship or the
situation isn’t right, it simply isn’t right. This is a lesson that I have reflected on many
times since.
For the month of May, the NWPC-VA is highlighting the important principle of mentoring,
especially intergenerationally. I have always found value in mentoring, sponsoring, and
accountability in my career and leadership journey, and I am appreciative of the guidance
and support I have received along the way.
Another concept that we don’t often discuss is sponsorship. A sponsor is someone who
can tout your credentials when you are not in the room. I believe that in politics, it is
essential that we have both mentors and sponsors. With so many “off the record”
conversations, there will be a lot of rooms we won’t be in ourselves. It is critical that we
have someone who believes in our capabilities and who can vouch for us.
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If you are already on an NWPC-VA committee, I challenge you to deepen your relationships by meeting with another committee
member to discuss your personal goals. If you are not on a committee, I urge you to join one today. NWPC-VA members
possess a wealth of expertise and are eager to share.
When I think about the current representation of women in Virginia’s political system, I am continually reminded of Senator
Miller. As the first Black woman to serve in both the House of Delegates and the State Senate, she was a trailblazer. We have
made monumental strides in Virginia over the last several years, but we still have work to do. In order to reach parity in terms
of female political participation and continue Senator Miller’s fight, I am confident that we must support each other and pass
on the wisdom we have learned — as mentors, sponsors, and as sisters.
Onward,
Krysta Jones
2021-2022 President
National Women’s Political Caucus of Virginia
“We cannot tolerate … going backward and not understanding women
have agency, women have value, women have authority to make
decisions about their own lives and their own bodies.”
~Vice President Kamala Harris

It’s Election Season in Virginia

The race is on and campaigns are underway! Click HERE for some volunteer opportunities, and to see the full list of
NWPC-VA endorsed House of Delegates candidates, click HERE. Each of these women supports reproductive rights.
Now is the time to do what you can to get them elected. Please share this information on social media!

COMMITTEE NEWS
Communications Committee
Hi, I am Jennifer Gaylor, VP of the Communications Committee.
The Virginia statewide primary is less than two weeks away! Do you have your voting
plan ready? This past month, we have been sharing information on voting deadlines,
vote by mail information, and of course, ways you can help our endorsed candidates.
We will also be transitioning to a new membership platform, and we have a spiffed up
website! Watch for updates on how to update your member info, and get ready to
bookmark our beautiful website :)
Contact me at communications@nwpc-va.org with any questions you have, or if you’d
like to help out.

Endorsements Committee
It's not too late to join the Endorsements Committee! We are mostly from Central VA
and would love to have more members from other areas of the commonwealth.
Following the primary election on June 8th, we will be accepting applications for
endorsement from incumbents and nominees for the general election. We need
members who are interested in reading and scoring applications and serving on
interview teams. It's a fascinating and rewarding experience. We have already met so
many impressive candidates!
Our endorsed candidates are always looking for volunteers. Please check our
Facebook page National Women's Political Caucus-Virginia for volunteer
opportunities in your region. Phone banking is pretty much statewide, so if you don't
have a candidate in your district, you can make phone calls for any of our endorsed
candidates.! Contact Candy at endorsements@nwpc-va.org
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Development Committee
Hello, my name is Jess Kujala and I am the VP of Development. Please see details on
our upcoming events in the following section. Are you a huge organizer who loves to
plan fun stuff? We want you!
Contact me at development@nwpc-va.org

Finance Committee
Hello there. My name is Robbin Warner and I’m the VP of Finance. The Finance
Committee keeps track of our money: where it comes from, how it’s managed, and
where it goes. You may be thinking that this isn’t an interesting, sexy, or outright
fun committee. Nothing could be farther from the truth. When it comes to “Show
Me the Money,” this committee has it all. How so? Join this committee and find
out. Contact me at finance@nwpc-va.org

Membership Committee
Hi I am Robin Whitley, VP of Membership. We’ve had a busy month! Welcome to the
following new members: Priscilla Aybar, Leelynn Brady, Charlotte McConnell,
Kimberlee Short, and Nicole Subryn! We are glad to have you. The membership
committee and I are available if you have questions about ways you can get involved.
Existing members: we are switching to a new member platform! This should make it
easier to know your membership status and when it’s time to renew your dues. More
info coming! Lastly, we’ll be organizing a membership drive soon. If you have great
ideas and want to work with us on the membership committee, we’d love to have you!
Contact me at membership@nwpc-va.org

Policy Committee
Hi, I am Tonja Roberts, VP of the Policy Committee. We have begun researching the
sub-areas of our legislative priorities (i.e. address housing insecurity for women and
families and universal base income) to assist us in drafting legislation for GA 2022.
We circulated a survey regarding specific interest areas amongst committee
members, and we plan to expand that to the general membership soon. If you have a
strong interest in identifying issues, drafting solutions, and advocating for positive
change, then join the Policy Committee! Contact me at policy@nwpc-va.org
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Records Committee

Hello, I'm Laurie Buchwald, the VP of Records. I collect and archive NWPC-VA's
important documents, photos, and media. If you'd like to know more or if you'd
like to submit materials for our records, please contact me at records@nwpcva.org

“You cannot have maternal health without reproductive health.
And reproductive health includes contraception and family
planning and access to legal, safe abortion.”
~Hillary Clinton

UPCOMING EVENTS
JUNE

June 8, 6:30pm: Primary Night Watch Party
Watch the returns come in with the NWPC-VA! Log on, listen to our local
pundits, answer some trivia, and bond with friends. Dr.Luisa Boyarski and
Dr. Elsie Scott will provide an overview of the election and its significance
while our president, Krysta Jones, will lead the team calling the races. For
more information, contact president@nwpc-va.org.
Register for the event here.

“Every second, every day, every year, we fail to address demand for
reproductive health and family planning services. Lives are lost, and girls'
opportunities to thrive and contribute to their country's development shrink.”
~Jenny Shipley, First Woman Prime Minister of New Zealand
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June 17, 6:00pm: V-LAW Kick-Off:
Women Are the Change We Want to See in Virginia
Virginia laws don't always work for the everyday woman.
NWPC-VA invites you to bring a friend as we kick off our Virginia Legislative Agenda for
Women (V-LAW). V-LAW will empower Virginians to learn about an issue and apply
creative problem solving skills to improve Virginia’s laws for women. This spring, our
two topics will be: a) divorce laws falling short for victims of abuse; b) virtual sexual
harassment (aka the still legal in Virginia “dick pics”).
Join us on June 17th @ 6PM as we kick off this empowering series.
Register for the event here .
If you wish to join the V-LAW committee, please email Jessica Kujala at
development@nwpc-va.org.

June 26, 10:30am: Be Brave, Be Vocal, Be a Leader
Media consultant and community advocate Joan Grangenois-Thomas
leads this interactive workshop on identifying and improving your
leadership skills. For more information, contact president@nwpcva.org.

June 26, 2:00pm: NWPC’s National Diversity Symposium
Hosted by Vice President of Diversity and Inclusion, Dr. Carmen Estrada
Schaye, this year’s theme is “Voting Rights; the Key to American
Democracy.” For resources on diversity at the NWPC, visit
https://www.nwpc.org/diversity.

JULY
July 10: NWPC’s Biennial Convention
The convention is quickly approaching! Interested in being a delegate?
Please contact Krysta Jones at president@nwpc-va.org, look over the handbook,
and make note of the deadlines inside.
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SEPTEMBER
Sept. 8, 7:00PM: NWPC-VA’s Annual State Business Meeting-Members Only
Save the date! Our annual meeting will be held via Zoom this year, including
elections. Watch this space and our socials for updates on the agenda.

"The abortion landscape, just a real quick snapshot, is not
great... Right now there are over 20 states poised to ban
abortion outright. So that's just like ready and go. 11 states
currently have trigger laws that would ban abortion if Roe vs.
Wade falls...And we have 12 states, other than Mississippi, that
have already tried similar nonsense with these pre-viability
abortion bans. 15 week bans, 12 week bans, six week bans,
they've all been struck down, but that is game on all over again
if the Court were to side with Mississippi in this case."
~Jessica Pieklo,Senior V.P., BOOM Rewire News.

CALLS TO ACTION
Request for Volunteers
Calling all members! We are looking for 5 members to join the Young Women’s Leadership Conference
Planning Committee (YWLC). This group will meet monthly to design a curriculum which will engage high
school and college age women in the political process. NWPC-VA wants the youth of Virginia to have a greater
understanding of political offices (from local levels, such as school board, library board, etc. to the federal
government), policy issues handled by each level of government, the process of running for office, and the
importance of women in government. It is critical that we invest time in the next generation so that they can
continue the critical work that we are all doing right now.
Email Jessica Kujala at development@nwpc-va.org if you are interested..

Election Season
It’s that time again! Check the Department of Elections
website for details specific to your town or region. See
who is on your ballot by viewing the candidate lists. We
are still posting volunteer info every Sunday- watch our
social media feeds and your email for different ways
you can help our endorsed candidates get over the
finish line!
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#StopAsianHate
With a vote of 364-62, the House of Representatives passed the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act last week. It was
signed into law by President Biden on May 20. On the day of the vote, Rep. Judy Chu, D-Calif., Chair of the
Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus, said in a news conference that "after a year in which we've seen
6,600 reported anti-Asian hate crimes and incidents and after a year of the Asian American community crying out
for help, today, Congress is taking historic action to pass long-overdue hate crimes legislation." Sen. Mazie
Hirono, D-Hawaii, and Rep. Grace Meng, D-NY. introduced the bill, which received a rare show of bipartisan
support.
This is progress that was long overdue, but we have so much further to go to change the culture of hate in this
country. Hollaback! continues to offer various bystander trainings to combat hate- visit their website here .

Fight Voter Suppresion
Concerned about voter suppression? Here are a few ways to advocate for voting rights.
Support democracy reform with the federal For the People Act (H.R. 1/S. 1). The legislation, which protects
and expands voting rights, passed the House in March. Call Senators Warner and Kaine and voice your
support. Updates and a call script can be found here:
https://5calls.org/issue/for-the-people-act-hr1-s1.
Participate in a postcard, texting, or phone banking campaign sponsored by the nonpartisan Center for
Common Ground’s Reclaim Our Vote Project, designed to empower under-represented voters to fully
participate in elections.

Run For NWPC-VA Office
Calling all NWPC-VA members! Eight positions on the board of directors are up this year: all four regional reps
along with VPs of Membership, Development, Policy and Endorsements. Elections will take place during our
Annual State Business Meeting. Letters of intent to run for office are due by July 8. Requests for bylaw revisions
also must be submitted by that date. NWPC-VA’s annual meeting will be broadcast virtually September 8 at
7:00PM. Contact president@nwpc-va.org with questions

Donate To Abortion Funds
Abortion rights in this country will face the gravest challenge in years over the next few months (see Know
More/Do More below).
NOW is the time to donate to these much needed funds so that no matter where a women lives, she can access
safe reproductive care.
https://abortionfunds.org/need-abortion/#funds-list

“Reproductive choice has to be straightened out. There
will never be a woman of means without choice anymore."
~Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
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KNOW MORE, DO MORE
WHAT’S GOING ON WITH REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS?
This month the Supreme Court agreed to hear Dobbs v.
Jackson Women's Health Organization. This case deals with
the constitutionality of a 2018 Mississippi law that banned
abortion after the first 15 weeks of pregnancy. Lower courts
had ruled in preliminary injunctions to prevent enforcement of
the law on the basis that the law violated the holding of
women's rights in Roe v. Wade, which generally allows a
woman to opt for abortion within the first 24 weeks. This is the
first time the Supreme Court will rule on the constitutionality
of a pre-viability abortion ban since Roe. Roe recognized that
the decision whether to continue a pregnancy or have an
abortion, which impacts a person’s body, health, family, and
future, belongs to the individual, not the government. This
case threatens that ruling.
What is the Status of Reproductive Rights in Virginia?
Governor Ralph Northam signed a bill that permits insurers to cover abortions, but doesn’t require it. Senator
Jennifer McClellan and Delegate Sally Hudson were the cosponsors of this bill, which will take effect July
2021. More here.
Resources and Links:
Arm yourself with knowledge, and get ready to advocate for full reproductive rights for women in the United
States.
• Center for Reproductive Rights’ News on the Latest Case, Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization
https://reproductiverights.org/roe-at-risk-u-s-supreme-court-to-review-mississippis-abortion-ban-a-directchallenge-to-roe-v-wade
• Rewire News Group, “Boom! Lawyered: The Supreme Court Just Fired a Major Warning Shot at Roe”
https://rewirenewsgroup.com/multimedia/podcast/the-supreme-court-just-fired-a-major-warning-shot-atroe/
• The Atlantic: “The Abortion Fight Has Never Been About Just Roe v. Wade”
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/05/abortion-fight-roe-v-wade/618930
• NARAL-VA’s Page on Abortion Access in Virginia
https://naralva.org/issue/abortion-access
• National Network of Abortion Funds List by State
https://abortionfunds.org/need-abortion/#funds-list
• Timeline of Reproductive Rights in the United States, 1821-2021
here

“The decisions about if and when and how we expand our
families do not belong in the hands of politicians. ”
~Ilyse Houge, NARAL president
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“I believe that reproductive rights are human rights, and
they are nonnegotiable.”
~Senator Kirsten Gillibrand

The National Women’s Political Caucus - Virginia’s (NWPC-VA) mission is to:
Increase women's participation in the political process
Increase the number of women in elected and appointed positions
Support candidates who will prioritize women's issues and who will employ women in decisionmaking roles in their campaign and office staffs
Work for the repeal of discriminatory laws, especially laws that discriminate on the basis of gender
Draft and support legislation that complies with the principles of human equality and that concerns
the needs of women
In pursuit of these goals, NWPC-VA is dedicated to eradicating bias, both explicit and implicit, in all its forms,
including but not limited to: sexism, racism, anti-Semitism, ageism, violence, socioeconomic status, ableism,
sexual orientation, gender identification, political ideology, national origin, ethnicity, and discrimination on the
basis of religion. Furthermore, NWPC-VA is dedicated to ensuring reproductive freedom.

NATIONAL WOMEN’S POLITICAL CAUCUS-VIRGINIA

http://nwpc-va.org
To submit information and event listings for future newsletters and social media mentions, please contact your
regional representative NorthernVA@nwpc-va.org, CentralVA@nwpc-va.org, WestSouthwest@nwpc-va.org,
Tidewater@nwpc-va.org.

Download your NWPC-VA Pride wallpaper here.

Follow us on Social Media!
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