Elevating Women in Politics, from Galax to Gainesville

A LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT

JUNE 2021

Greetings,
The 2021 Virginia primary elections have been instructive in many ways. For those of us
who support the idea of gender equity in politics—whether our goal is proportionality to
our population or ensuring women's voices are in every room—we recognize our progress,
and that we still have farther to go.
Fifty years ago, a trailblazing group of women founded the National Women's Political
Caucus. In 1971, a woman couldn't legally access an abortion, get a credit card in her
name, or be guaranteed she wouldn't be fired for getting pregnant. For each win towards
correcting those inequities—Roe v. Wade in 1973, the Equal Credit Opportunity Act of
1974, and the Pregnancy Discrimination Act of 1978—it may not have felt like a seismic
shift. Yet as societal norms changed, younger generations expected more from the legal
system. As the representation of women changed, we made major progress in this
country.
NWPC-VA was proud to endorse several phenomenal women in this election cycle.
Whether they made it across the finish line or not, there truly is power in their campaigns,
and, simply by running, they are moving us all forward. Eleven women advanced in their
contested primaries for delegate. Hala Ayala was nominated as the Democratic Lt.
Governor candidate, and Princess Blanding is the Liberation Party’s gubernatorial
candidate. In several contests, women ran against other women. While some of us may
be disappointed with the results, it’s hard to argue that we have not made progress.
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So, what's next? At the June 8 NWPC-VA election night gathering, we had some excellent conversations about what we learned
from this election. We noted that we should not consider "starting over" for each election. To engage in politics, true progress
requires community building all year round.
The NWPC-VA looks forward to having you join us as we lead conversations, take action towards increasing women’s political
participation across the Commonwealth, and build community. If we do this together, it won’t take another 50 years to achieve
even more monumental leaps towards gender equity.
Onward,
Krysta Jones
2021-2022 President
National Women’s Political Caucus of Virginia

IT’S STILL ELECTION SEASON!
Congratulations to the women from our 2021 Primary Endorsements who will be on the ballot in November! We will be
sharing lots of information in the coming weeks and months about how you can help our endorsed candidates bring
home a win in November.

WEBSITE/MEMBERSHIP NEWS
During this building year, we are introducing some changes to make your membership experience as user-friendly as
possible. To that end, we are excited to announce that we are transitioning from Action Network to Wild Apricot as our
main platform. As you may have noted in our recent email, we will be turning off Action Network, so you MUST reactivate your account in Wild Apricot as soon as possible. We’ll have updates throughout the summer in anticipation
of our annual meeting in September.
Our new Wild Apricot interface is intuitive and simple to use. It allows members to quickly access their member info,
make updates and changes, and manage renewals. Here’s a quick breakdown:
Step 1: Go to the NWPC-VA website at www.nwpc-va.org.
Step 2: Click on the small “Member Login” icon in the upper right corner of the homepage.
Step 3: A popup box will appear requesting your email address and password. Since this is the first time you are
signing in, click on "Forgot Password." You will be sent to a new webpage titled “Reset Password” where you will
be asked to provide your email. Click the “I’m not a robot” box. Then click “Submit.”
Step 4: You will receive an email from us with the subject line “Choose a new password.” This email will include a
link where you can set up your password. Once you set up your new password, you will see a link for HOME. Click
on the link. Once you are back on the NWPC-VA homepage, click on the “Member Login” icon in the top right
corner. You can now enter your email and password in the popup box.
Step 5: Agree to terms of use and click "Continue."
Step 6: You will be taken to the homepage. Go back up to “Member Login” at the top right and click on “View
Profile.”
Step 7: You will then be taken to your “Profile” page where you can edit your information. Click on the “Edit
Profile” box. Please update your address, phone number, birthday, and upload a photo. Also, please identify your
region within the state.
Step 8: Save your work.
Step 9: That’s it. Easy Peasy.
Questions? Let us know how we can help at va.nwpc@gmail.com.
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COMMITTEE NEWS
Communications Committee

Hi, I am Jennifer Gaylor, VP of the Communications Committee. We feel a little like
the guy behind the curtain in the Wizard of Oz lately--lots of things going on behind
the scenes! We have transitioned to our new email and website platform and it's SO
PRETTY. Make sure to check out www.nwpc-va.org: sign in and update your
membership status. Questions? Email me at va.nwpc@gmail.com.

Endorsements Committee
Hi, I'm Candy Graham, VP of the Endorsements Committee. We will be reviewing new
applicants for endorsement. Please consider joining us as we meet virtually to
interview candidates. We would like to have members from each of the four regions,
not just Central VA. If you have questions about the process, please contact me at
va.nwpc@gmail.com.
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Development Committee
Hi! Jess Kujala from Events and Development. This year we heard from women
across the Commonwealth during our monthly events. Some shared their stories of
election defeat and triumph. Others explained how to pass the torch of activism. And
a few shared their struggle and perseverance with the criminal justice system in
Virginia. Now that summer is in full swing, our team is in full planning mode. If you
are interested in volunteering your time for a series of events this fall, please reach
out! We want your thoughts, ideas, and suggestions. We can’t wait to hear from you!
va.nwpc@gmail.com

Finance Committee
Hello there. My name is Robbin Warner and I’m the VP of Finance. The Finance
Committee keeps track of our money: where it comes from, how it’s managed, and
where it goes. You may be thinking that this isn’t an interesting, sexy, or outright
fun committee. Nothing could be farther from the truth. When it comes to “Show
Me the Money,” this committee has it all. How so? Join this committee and find
out. Contact me at va.nwpc@gmail.com.

Membership Committee
Hi, I am Robin Whitley, VP of Membership. We have big plans for increasing our
membership over the summer and fall, as we get ready for the General Election and
GA 2022. Watch your email for the date of the next membership meeting—and join
us! We'd love to have people from all four regions to help us maximize our outreach.
Questions about your membership status? Ready to join us? Contact me at
va.nwpc@gmail.com.

Policy Committee
Hi, I am Tonja Roberts, VP of the Policy Committee. We have begun researching the
sub-areas of our legislative priorities (i.e. address housing insecurity for women and
families and universal base income) with the intent to draft legislation for GA 2022.
We circulated a survey regarding specific interest areas amongst committee
members, and we plan to expand that to the general membership soon. Interested?
Attend a meeting: first Thursdays, 5-6 p.m. Join here
Contact me at va.nwpc@gmail.com.
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Records Committee

Hello, I'm Laurie Buchwald, the VP of Records. I collect and archive NWPC-VA's
important documents, photos, and media. If you'd like to know more or if you'd
like to submit materials for our records, please contact me at
va.nwpc@gmail.com.

“To every woman who gave birth, to every taxpayer and citizen
of this nation: We have fought for everybody else’s equal
rights. … It’s our time to have wage equality once and for all
and equal rights for women in the United States of America.”
~Patricia Arquette, Actor

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES

The NWPC-VA divides Virginia into four regions with one Regional Representative per area. Each will serve a
one-year term.
Our current representatives are:
Central: Kati Hornung
Northern: Karen Campblin
Tidewater: Leelynn Brady
West/Southwest: Deb Snarr
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The regional representatives got together the weekend of June 26 to discuss their roles moving forward and
how best to carry out the mission and vision of the organization. Now that the Commonwealth is opening up
post-COVID, they are very excited to plan some in-person get-togethers in their respective areas! They are
looking forward to meeting current members and increasing membership in the organization. Questions or
suggestions? Email us at va.nwpc@gmail.com, with your region in the subject line.

“It’s indisputable that there’s a real pay gap. People can argue
about how big, but that’s almost besides the point. … The
point is that every woman, every girl deserves to get paid what
they’re worth.”
~Sheryl Sandberg, Chief Operating Officer of Facebook

UPCOMING EVENTS
JUNE
June 29-30, 7 p.m.: NWPC Virtual Training Certification
The national NWPC will be hosting a number of virtual campaign trainings
as well as a training certification. Programming on June 29 includes
seminars on The Elements of a Good Training, Making Your Training More
than Talking Heads (Mastering Virtual Tools), Preparing Materials/Making
Each Minute Count. On June 30, sessions focus on Choosing What You
Teach, Interactive Exercises, and How to Market Your NWPC Trainings.
Cost is $150 for the two trainings. Please REGISTER HERE.

JULY

July 10: NWPC’s Biennial Convention
The convention is quickly approaching! Interested in being a delegate?
Please contact Krysta Jones at va.nwpc@gmail.com, look over the handbook,
and make note of the deadlines inside.
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July 13, 15, 20, 22, 7 p.m.: NWPC Campaign Trainings
The national NWPC trainings continue in July with a four-night virtual manual on
what issues to consider when running for office. Topics include Deciding to Run,
the Campaign Plan, Fundraising, Campaign Messaging, and much more. The cost
is $25 per session. Review the full schedule and REGISTER HERE.

SEPTEMBER

September 8, 7 p.m.: NWPC-VA’s Annual State Business Meeting
Our annual meeting will be held via Zoom this year, including elections.
Watch this space and our socials for updates on the agenda.

September 9: VLAW Kick-Off
Virginia laws don't always work for the everyday woman. NWPC-VA invites you to
bring a friend as we kick off our Virginia Legislative Agenda for Women (V-LAW).
The program series will empower Virginians to learn about an issue and apply
creative problem-solving skills to improve Virginia’s laws for women. Our first
topic will be virtual sexual harassment (aka the still legal in Virginia “dick pics”).
Save the date and join us via Zoom for the first of four sessions of this
empowering series! Register here.

“Fairness is not just about getting equal pay for equal work (Though it is that
too!). It's about taking bold and challenging steps to raise incomes and
protect those with little or no economic power.”
~Secretary Deb Haaland
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CALLS TO ACTION
Request for Volunteers
Calling all members! The Events Committee is looking for five members to join the Young Women’s Leadership
Conference Planning Committee (YWLC). This group will meet monthly to design a curriculum which will
engage high school and college age women in the political process. NWPC-VA wants the youth of Virginia to
have a greater understanding of political offices (from local levels, such as school board, library board, etc. to
the federal government), policy issues handled by each level of government, the process of running for office,
and the importance of women in government. It is critical that we invest time in the next generation so that
they can continue the critical work that we are all doing right now. Email Jessica Kujala at
va.nwpc@gmail.com if you are interested.

Fight Voter Suppression
Concerned about voter suppression? Here are a few ways to advocate for voting rights.
After passing the House in March, S. 1 was blocked from debate by a Republican filibuster on June 22,
essentially killing the bill for now. The legislation is intended to protect and expand voting rights. The Senate
Rules Committee will hold a number of hearings on voting rights and elections spotlighting voting in the
battleground state of Georgia — including a possible field trip to the state itself. The Senate could also rework
the bill into smaller, stand-alone bills, while trying to muster the 60 votes needed to overcome another
filibuster.
The Biden-Harris administration has stated its intention to continue pushing for voting reform, including the
John Lewis Voting Rights Act, which is likely to come to the Senate floor later this year.
What can YOU do? Call Senators Warner and Kaine and voice your support for ending the filibuster. Updates
and a call script can be found here.
Participate in a postcard, texting, or phone banking campaign sponsored by the nonpartisan Center for
Common Ground’s Reclaim Our Vote Project, designed to empower under-represented voters to fully
participate in elections. Investigate further on their website.

“No country can ever truly flourish if it stifles the potential of its
women and deprives itself of the contributions of half of its citizens.”
~Michelle Obama
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CALLS TO ACTION (CONTINUED)
Run for a NWPC-VA Office
Calling all NWPC-VA members! Eight positions on the board of directors are up this year: all four regional reps
along with VPs of Membership, Development, Policy and Endorsements. Elections will take place during our
Annual State Business Meeting. Letters of intent to run for office are due by July 8. Requests for bylaw revisions
also must be submitted by that date. NWPC-VA’s annual meeting will be broadcast virtually September 8 at 7 p.m.

Donate to Abortion Funds
In May, the Supreme Court agreed to hear Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization. This case deals with
the constitutionality of a 2018 Mississippi law that banned abortion after the first 15 weeks of pregnancy. With
the privacy stipulated in Roe v Wade now under threat, abortion rights in this country will face the gravest
challenge in years over the next few months (See the Center for Reproductive Rights for the latest news:
https://reproductiverights.org). NOW is the time to donate to these much-needed funds so that no matter where a
woman lives, she can access safe reproductive care. https://abortionfunds.org/need-abortion/

KNOW MORE, DO MORE
WHAT’S UP WITH PAY EQUITY?
At the beginning of June, the Senate struck down the Paycheck Fairness
Act by a vote of 49-50, well short of the 60 votes required for it to move
on. First introduced in 1997, the Act aims to strengthen the Equal Pay Act
of 1963 and the Fair Labor Standard's Act in order to address the gender
pay gap in the United States. In the COVID era, pay equity is more
important than ever as the economic devastation of pandemic-induced
recession has disproportionately affected women.
Click here to learn more about pay inequity, what’s been happening in
Virginia, and how you can get involved.

“This is the moment therefore to ensure that women are set at the heart
of recovery decisions and processes that ensure their rights, meet their
needs, and recognize their contributions.”
~Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, Executive Director of UN Women
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SISTER ORGANIZATION SPOTLIGHT

League of Women Voters Virginia
On July 11, the League will be holding Voter Registration Training. Any group requesting more than 25 voter
registration forms from the State Board of Elections is required to register and complete training. Event details
can be found here. On July 17, Dr. John Finn of Christopher Newport University will lead a discussion on
Housing in Hampton Roads, exploring general housing stock in the region, affordable housing, evictions, the
consequences of redlining, and more. Find more information here.

NARAL-VA
Volunteer with NARAL’s Practi-Cab. There are many hurdles for women across the commonwealth when it
comes to accessing safe and legal abortion, one of which is transportation. Did you know the average woman
in Virginia has to travel 20 MILES to get to a clinic? To help, NARAL-VA is launching a much needed program
at the end of June called Practi-Cab. Sign up here.

Virginia’s List
Women Candidates Discuss Women’s Rights on June 29, including reproductive care, paid family leave, and
child care. The event will feature five Democratic women running for Virginia’s House of Delegates: Jennifer
Kitchen, Briana Sewell, Debra Gardner, Finale Norton, and Blakely Lockhart. Co-sponsored by Planned
Parenthood. Sign up for this virtual event here.

“I'm an advocate for change and eager to break a little glass
when needed.”
~Ursula M. Barnes, Former CEO of Xerox
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"This isn’t about a money grab. It’s about doing the right thing, the fair
thing. It’s about treating people the way they deserve to be treated, no
matter their gender."
~Carli Lloyd, US Women’s Soccer

Trailer for LFG--US Women’s Soccer Doc
The National Women’s Political Caucus - Virginia’s (NWPC-VA) mission is to:
Increase women's participation in the political process
Increase the number of women in elected and appointed positions
Support candidates who will prioritize women's issues and who will employ women in decisionmaking roles in their campaign and office staffs
Work for the repeal of discriminatory laws, especially laws that discriminate on the basis of gender
Draft and support legislation that complies with the principles of human equality and that concerns
the needs of women
In pursuit of these goals, NWPC-VA is dedicated to eradicating bias, both explicit and implicit, in all its forms,
including but not limited to: sexism, racism, anti-Semitism, ageism, violence, socioeconomic status, ableism,
sexual orientation, gender identification, political ideology, national origin, ethnicity, and discrimination on the
basis of religion. Furthermore, NWPC-VA is dedicated to ensuring reproductive freedom.

NATIONAL WOMEN’S POLITICAL CAUCUS-VIRGINIA

http://nwpc-va.org
To submit information and event listings for future newsletters and social media mentions, please email us at
va.nwpc@gmail.com.

Wanna NWPC-VA up your phone?

Follow us on Social Media!
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